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Fig. 1 Oval view (a-b) and marginal umbrella enlargement (c-d) of Aequorea gonggiuhongae sp. nov.
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Tab. 1 Comparison of morphological characteristics of two new species and similar species in the genus Aequorea
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Fig. 2 Lateral view of Aequorea paratetranema sp. nov.
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Tab. 2 The key to the new species and similar species in the genus Aequorea
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Two new species of genus Aequorea from

the northern South China Sea
HUANG Jiagit, XU Zhenzu!, GUO Donghuit #*

(1. College of Ocean and Earth Sciences, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361102, China; 2. Marine
Biodiversity and Global Change Research Center, Xiamen University, Fujian Provincial Key
Laboratory for Coastal Ecology and Environmental Studies, Xiamen 361102, China)

Abstract: Samples of zooplankton were collected and analyzed from the northern South China Sea
in August 2004 and July 2005, and from the Daya Bay in April 2018, respectively. Two new species
of aequorid, Aequorea gonggiuhongae sp. nov. and A. paratetranema sp. nov. are described. All
type specimens are deposited at the College of Ocean and Earth Sciences, Xiamen University. The
morphological characteristics of two new species are described, and compared with those of similar
species. This article may provide a reference for future marine biological investigation.

Aequorea gonggiuhongae sp. nov. (Fig. 1): 6~7 mm high, 13~14 mm wide, hemisphere, thin

in center; stomach about 1/3 as wide as umbrella; mouth large, with many filiform lips, about 2



times as many as radial canals; gonads waving-shaped, extending from stomach to the middle of
radial canals; 32~52 tentacles without excretory papillae, one small bulb and 2~5 statocysts
between successive tentacles.

Aequorea paratetranema sp. nov. (Fig. 2): 2 mm high, 3.5 mm wide; stomach about half as
wide as umbrella; lips about 1/2 times as many as radial canals; 29 radial canals, including 12
rudimentary radial canals; gonads ovalis; 4 conical tentacles with pigmented spots; 28 bulbs with
pigmented spots and 32 statocysts.

Keywords: Leptomedusae; Aequoreidae; new species; South China Sea



